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Introduction
In the Gospel of John, we learn the beautiful messages of Jesus as the I Am. He 

clearly tells us who he is, and helps us to discover who we are in him.
As you navigate the school year, you can follow the devotions week by week, or 

you can skip to topics that apply to what you are going through. 
A suggested reading schedule includes reading the entire chapter from which 

the focus verse is taken. Some students find reading the devotion before school on 
Monday sets the tone for the week. They read the whole chapter, a bit at a time, on 
the other weekday mornings. 

Finding hope, peace, love, and joy in the Lord grounds you and helps define who 
you are as a child of the one true king. 
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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit 
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me.”
—John 15:1-4 NIV

August/September
I Am The True Vine
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Week 1 
Be Ready

How do you get ready for the school year? What do you focus on most? How do 
you manage all the things you feel you have to do to be ready?

Sometimes the nervous energy you may feel can be a help. You might start by 
making a list of things you need, want, or wish you could have. The problem with 
a list like that is you have to be real, right? Other times, it can feel overwhelming. 
Maybe it causes you to focus on what you lack instead of what you have. Maybe it 
causes you to look back at last year’s mistakes instead of looking forward to a fresh 
start. 

We all need time to reset, refocus, and be ready to accept the changes we can 
make. Each new school year offers hope, grace, and a chance to start again on a new 
path. 

“Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time 
is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, and encourage 
your people with good teaching.”—2 Timothy 4:2 (NLT)
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Week 2 
Mistakes

Are you allowing yourself to make mistakes? Can you let go of your inner critic? 
How can you learn from a mistake instead of beating yourself up over it?

When you mess up, the hardest thing to do is own it. But once you do, you free 
yourself to accept what happened and move on. Sometimes it requires you to apolo-
gize. Sometimes it requires you to forgive. And sometimes it means asking for and 
accepting help. 

Most of all, it requires taking good care of yourself during the moving-on time.
Remember, we all make mistakes. We all need the promises of God to get us 

through them.

“So be humble under God’s powerful hand. Then he will lift you up 
when the right time comes. Give all your worries to him, 

because he cares for you.”—1 Peter 5:6-7 (ERV) 
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